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LIEUTENANT CHIAFARI: Today's date is 

December 28, 2001. The time is 6:55 p.m., 

and this is Lieutenant Joseph Chiafari of 

the safety command of the New York City Fire 

Department. I am conducting an interview 

with Derek Brogan, firefighter of Engine 5 

of the New York City Fire Department, 

regarding the events of September 11th. 

Q. Derek, I'll ask you to state your name, 
unit and tell us what took place on that day. 

A. My name is Derek Brogan, assigned to 
Engine 5. 

We went out of the box about 8:30, at 

Irving and 19th Street. Food on the stove. As 
we were taken up from the box, we were backing 
out of 19th Street, and we heard a plane go over 
our heads. So me and the backup man, Jimmy 
Andruzzi, looked at each other. We realized it 
was low. We actually mentioned it to each other. 
We continued backing out into the street. Justa 
minute later our officer told us that a plane had 
hit the Trade Center and that we were going on 
the second alarm. 


AS we were going there, we heard the 


D. BROGAN 3 


10-60 transmitted. Going down 14th Street, we 
started looking down the avenues and saw a lot of 
fire down there. We mentioned to each other that 
we had to stay together and this was going to be 
probably the biggest disaster we've ever seen. 

So we continued down to West Street and 
made a left turn, getting a better look at the 
tower. We knew that we had to go there and try 
and help the people out. 

We parked by the Verizon building. All 
the members got off the rig. We all grabbed 
extra cylinders. Manny Delvalle was with us. He 
had the door position. He didn't take a roll-up; 
the chauffeur took a roll-up. He figured he was 
just going to park the rig on a hydrant and took 
off for the building. 

We got in the lobby. I believe either 
the lieutenant or Captain Atlas from 10 Engine 
came up to us when we got in the lobby and said 
that we were to team up together, 10 Engine and 5 
Engine. We thought that was strange. We thought 
they would be up there already. 

Just as everyone was starting to walk 


towards the center stair, which was the only 
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stair we thought led up to the upper floors, we 
heard the next plane hit the other building. We 
looked out the windows at the reflection on the 
Financial Center and saw the fire plume coming 
down. 

Then we really didn't know what we were 
up against. We were kind of hoping that it was 
an accident at the time for the first tower. But 
once the other building got hit, we realized that 
it wasn't an accident anymore. 

We started marching up the stairs. I'm 
not positive about what floors it was, but we 
took a break on like 10 for a few minutes. AI1l 
the people were coming down, they were very calm. 
They would yell from a couple floors up that 
there was a burn victim coming down, and everyone 
plastered themselves up against the wall and the 
burn victim would come down. It was amazing to 
see that they were actually smiling that they 
were almost down the stairs. 

Maybe about the 13th floor I started 
having chest pains. I remember now what it was 
from. I had crossed my extra cylinder over from 


one side to the other side. I felt a tear go 
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across, but in the chaos of what was happening I 
never put two and two together. 

So we stopped for a few minutes, got 
some water. I felt better. I started walking 
back up the stairs, got to 19, and I had chest 
pains again. So we stopped. The lieutenant was 
going to leave me there with a couple of other 
guys to go back down. But I started feeling 
better, and we went up again, to the 23rd floor. 

There the chest pain was getting very 
irritating. They called mayday for somebody to 
come up and give us oxygen, because there was 
myself and two guys from 9 Truck there. The guy 
from 9 Truck was yelling that he couldn't feel his 
arms. 

So the Port Authority ESU cops came up. 
They gave us some oxygen. There was an FBI guy I 
think on that floor or one of the floors just 
below it as we were walking up. He told us the 
Pentagon got hit and the other tower got hit. He 
misinformed us by telling us that NYU Hospital 
got hit. I remember him saying that to me. And 
he said, "We still have four planes in the air, 


and we don't know where they are." 
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We were in an outer office on the 23rd 
floor on the southeast corner, which I guess 
faces tower two. Then we felt the rumble. You 
just heard this noise that sounded like the 
subway train going by but magnified by a 
thousand. 

When we heard that noise, we just all 
got up. We didn't bother to look out the window. 
We just made an exit out of that room. We got to 
9 Truck. I remember them yelling that we had to 
close the doors behind us. We closed the doors 
behind us, and I went to go back in the stairwell 
and there wasn't any room in the stairwell. It 
was loaded with people. 

So myself and a guy named Schroder from 
10 Engine went down the hallway and found a 
closet, and we darted into the closet. We were 
in there maybe five to ten seconds. Then we 
heard a knock on the door. We opened the door. 
At that time the lights went out and the whole 
place just was -- you couldn't see anything. 
Dust, smoke, whatever it was. 

Outside was a Port Authority cop. We 


dragged him in with us. We couldn't get him 
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all the way in the room because he was laying on 
the floor and his leg was hanging outside of the 
doorway. This wind came down the hallway and 
blew the doors open that were in that office that 
we were in. I remember me yelling that his ankle 
was getting crushed outside the door. 

That subsided after about 20, 30 
seconds. The rumbling was still there, but the 
wind was gone. We opened the door. We yelled 
outside where 5 Engine was, because you couldn't 
see anything. They said they were here. They 
just kept on yelling. We found them in the 
stairwell. 

We went down with a number of 
Civilians, maybe like nine or ten civilians and 
maybe four Port Authority cops, it seemed. We 
were all carrying people and sharing our masks 
with them. 

As we got back in the stairwell, we 
didn't know whether we were going up or going 
down. But the rumbling was so intense that we 
didn't really know what had happened. We just 
assumed that our building had been hit by another 


plane. 
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The officer just looked at all of us 
and said, "That's it. We're getting out of here. 
We're done. We're of no use to anybody here. 
We've got to get these people out." 

So we started going down the stairs. 

It was a real slow haul down the stairs. We got 
to the fourth floor, and the stairwell was filled 
with rubble. We couldn't go down that stairway 
anymore. So we went out into the hallway through 
the fourth floor, and the officer again yelled 
that we have to look for windows. Maybe we could 
blow out a window and just get fresh air froma 
window, whatever it was that was in his mind. 

We went down the hallway, couldn't find 
the windows. Then we heard him yelling, "Anyone 
in the stairwell, go to the lobby." We followed 
his voice back to the stairwell, went down the 
four floors, and we had lost another member from 
Engine 5. We had lost Gerard Gorman. 

We had lost Manny Delvalle on the way 
up the stairs. We saw him on maybe the first or 
second floor, and then when we stopped on ten, we 
posted a guy at the door and he just never passed 


us. But he was carrying an oxygen bottle. 
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Instead of carrying a roll-up, he had the EMS 
oxygen bottle. 

Our thoughts are that he might have 
stopped to help one of the civilians that came 
down that was burned. That's kind of what we 
hoped he had done, because that would probably 
have put him back in the street. 

We had lost Gorman, so we waited down 
at the lobby. We came down the center stair and 
were waiting in the lobby, yelling up the stairs 
for him to come down. He wasn't coming down the 
stairs, and there wasn't anybody else coming down 
the stairs. Our officer told us that he saw 
Lieutenant Donnelly on the down the stairs. He's 
from 3 Truck. But I don't remember seeing him 
even, he vividly remembers seeing him and trying 
to make him come with us. 

We waited in the lobby probably about a 
minute, and then the officer just told us that we 
have to cut our losses and try to find our way 
out, because you couldn't see anything. There 
was gas leaking all over the place. The marble 
was falling on top of us. 


So we proceeded to go to West Street, 
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pretty much the same place we came in. There was 
no windows in the lobby when we showed up, and 
there was no windows in the lobby when we were 
leaving. 

We went to step outside the window, and 
we caught a figure. I don't know -- I remember 
his face, but I don't remember what he was 
wearing, whether he was a fireman or a cop or a 
Civilian. He was probably about 50 yards away 
from us. 

He just started yelling, "Come on." He 
was looking up at the building and waving his 
hand at us. So we went to walk outside the 
window. Just as we stepped out, he started 
saying, "Stop, stop, stop." That's when all the 
bodies -- I don't Know how many bodies, but a 
bunch of bodies came down at that specific time. 
It looked like it was raining bodies. 

After about ten seconds, he just 
started screaming, "Now you've got to run." We 
ran and ran and ran and we got onto West Street, 
and we started walking, looking for the rig. I 
couldn't find the rig, which was only parked a 


block up. 
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We looked back at the building, and the 
dust had already settled from tower two falling 
down, but we were blocked from the view. We 
didn't know what had happened. So we look at our 
tower and just assumed it was still standing. So 
we didn't know whether to go back in or not. 

The guy just started screaming at us 
again, "It's coming down. It's coming down." We 
just took off. We couldn't find the rig. Me and 
Jimmy Andruzzi got split up. I went up and I 
tried to jump on the back of an ambulance that 
was going north up West Street, but it only went 
ten feet and stopped in traffic. So I got off of 
that. 

I started running up West Street. I 
still had my mask on and looking back at the 
cloud that was coming behind us. A clear burst 
of air came right before the dust cloud came and 
blew my mask off my shoulders. I just kept on 
running. 

I found a girl on West Street talking 
on a cell phone like nothing had happened. I 
just grabbed her under the arm and went up to 


Stuyvesant High School and sat down there. 
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That's pretty much where the dust cloud finished. 

From there I saw a guy from Cabrini 
that works in the Cabrini ambulances that is 
familiar with us because we went with him all the 
time. He just said, "What's the matter with 
you?" I said, "I have chest pains." He put me 
in the ambulance. We went to Cabrini. They did 
an EKG. Everything was fine. They told me it 
was a pulled muscle under my chest. 

They gave me my -- well, first on 19th 
Street they decontaminated me with a garden hose, 
stripped all my clothes off in the middle of 19th 
Street. After they did the EKG, they just gave 
my clothes back and sent me back to the 
firehouse. 

I came back, called the division to 
tell them that I was back here, and they sent me 
around to all the neighboring hospitals around 
here to start writing up lists of who was in the 
hospital, who was admitted, who was treated, who 
was released. 

That's basically all there is about it 
that I remember. 


Q. Good. What was the highest floor you 
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had gone up to? 

A. 23. 

Q. 23. Do you recall how long it took you 
to get up there in terms of time? Can you 
estimate from the time you left the lobby to how 
long to get up there? 

A. I never really looked at the time line 
in the face of that. We were in the lobby when 
the second plane hit, and we were on the 23rd 
floor when the other building collapsed. Was 
that an hour? I'm not positive. 

Q. It was close to an hour. 

A. Yeah. It was a very hard walk up. 

Q. Actually when you got to the 23rd 
floor, you actually went out on the floor itself. 
A. Right. That's where we left to get 
some relief from going up the stairwell. That's 
when the chest pains set in, and that's when they 

called a mayday. They came up within three 
minutes. They gave me oxygen. Within two 
minutes of giving me oxygen is when the other 
building fell. 

Q. When the other building fell, then, it 


was the dust and debris from the other building 
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that wound up on your floor? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. Had the windows, I guess, blown? 

A. There were no safety lights. Nothing 
went on. 

Q. It was total darkness now up there? 

A. Total darkness, yeah. We just happened 
to be with two guys from 9 Truck which we know. 
They're right down the street from us. So we 
teamed up with them for a little bit, and they 
went a separate way and went down a rear 
staircase, and we went down the staircase that 
we're familiar with. We went down that one and 


got to the fourth floor. 


Q. You've since seen those two guys from 9 
Truck? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did you hear anything unusual on the 


radio or you weren't wearing a radio that day? 
You had the nozzle position; correct? 

A. Yes. I didn't have a radio. I didn't 
hear any maydays for anyone to come out. I do 
remember a guy from 10 Engine trying to find his 


officer. I don't know if he was the control man 


D. BROGAN 15 


or backup man or whoever had the radio over 
there. 

I remember the officer saying that he 
was on the 43rd floor to come on up, and they 
were coming up with us. I guess it might be a 
little easier going up without a roll-up, so he 
was making good headway on the stairs. 

The staircase we were in, we were only 
taking two or three steps and stopping, two or 
three more steps and stopping. As you got higher 
up, maybe for the first nine or ten floors, you 
were sailing right up the stairs. But then as 
you got more into the heart of the building I 
guess where more of the population was, it was 
harder to get up the stairs. 

Q. I assume there were people coming down 
the stairs at the same time you were going up? 

A. There were a lot of people coming down 
the stairs. It never ceased. 

Q. Do you remember what stairway 
designation it was, by chance? 

A. I believe it was C, which was the 
center of the building that we went up. We might 


have went up that staircase to about 14 or 15. 
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Then we just couldn't make it up that stairway 
anymore, and we left to I think B, which would be 
on the southeast corner and went up that stair. 
That's where we got up to the 19th floor first 
and then the 23rd floor after that. 

Q. So the original staircase you did take, 
that was the one that was blocked around the 
fourth floor level? 

A. No. From what I believe, there's only 
one staircase that goes to the lobby of that 
building. The other staircases go to the sky 
lobby or the promenade or whatever that level is 
called. We went right up the center staircase in 
the core of the building where the elevators 
were, and we went right up there. 

When we were coming back down, we were 
coming back down the southeast staircase, which I 
think was B. I'm not positive it was B. I guess 
the rubble had come up and gone through the 
windows of the lobby and then to the staircase 
and just Knocked it out. That was the rubble 
that was blocking our path to get down. 

Which actually the guy that they were 


calling for, Gerard Gorman, found his way down 
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that staircase with a couple guys from 20 Truck. 

I guess it wasn't as cluttered as we thought. We 
just had the lead guy in front of us yelled back 

there's no more stairs, they're all gone. 

So in the darkness we believed 
everything we heard. I was sharing my mask by 
putting it on people's faces. Gerard Gorman was 
sharing his mask by purging it. So maybe with 
that loud hissing noise going on, he didn't hear 
that we were getting off at the fourth floor. 

That's the only thing I can imagine, 
that we were all close together, but we couldn't 
see anything. You would have to really get down 
like eight, nine inches from the floor just to 
see the glow-in-the-dark strip that was on the 
staircase to find out where the last stair was on 
the landing so you could make the turn. 

Q. Any people you had seen prior to going 
up the stairs in the lobby that you know are not 
around today or any people you saw on the upper 
floors that did not make it through this? 

A. We didn't see 33 Engine, which we 
thought we would see. We didn't see any familiar 


faces, no familiar faces. We teamed up with 10 
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Engine, and that's who we stuck with all the way 
up. 

I remember asking a number of people 
while we were going up, the civilians that were 
coming down, what floors they were coming from, 
how high up they were. I don't remember hearing 
anybody from like above the 60th floor. 

We had the mind-set that we were going 
to the 80th floor for some reason. I guess I 
just overheard that in the lobby, that we were 
going to 80. In hindsight, it was higher than 
80, tower one. But I remember on the way up we 
were counting floors. We stopped on a certain 
floor like 10, we've got 70 more to go; 20, we've 
got 60 more to go. 

I really don't Know what we would have 
done when we got up there, but we were trying to 
get up there. We even started dropping our stuff 
to see if we could have the companies that were 
further up, leave their stuff and come back down. 
We would just go without our rollups. 

I was even thinking we would switch 
bunker gear with them, trying with what company 


you have to go as far as you can, go with a 
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chain. But I really don't know if that would 
have been (inaudible). 

When we were a couple blocks away from 
the building, we heard the noise coming down. It 
was just like dominos only it was probably going 
faster and faster and faster. Then you just 


couldn't see anything. 


Q. This is the second collapse? 
A. This is the second collapse. 
Q. Do you remember your exact positioning, 


where exactly it was when you started to run at 
that point? 

A. We were just beyond the Verizon 
building, which I think the Verizon building is 
the north side of Vesey Street. 

Q. North side of Vesey, yes. 

A. So we were just a block beyond that. 

Q. So actually on West Street, though? 

A. On West Street. Luckily that's the way 
we responded, so that's the way we started going 
to leave. Had we come in from the south side, we 
would have tried to go south and wouldn't have 
been able to go south. I don't remember seeing 


the other building laying in the street as we 
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came out, but I don't remember the giant dust 
cloud from the other building either. 

I saw that guy that was 50 yards away 
that was waving us out of the building. When 
tower one fell down, I don't think we would have 
been able to see 50 yards with the dust cloud 
that came from that. 

I only remember seeing the two guys 
from 9 Truck. Other guys they said they remember 
hearing 3 Truck giving maydays, having gotten a 
radio at that point. We were just preoccupied 
with trying to carry some people and hopefully 
trying to find our way out. 

There were a number of times we didn't 
think we were going to make it out. You thought 
when we got off the 23rd floor, that was it, you 
were Clear. 

The chest pains, I thought it was a 
heart attack. I had never had any heart attack 
before, so you really don't know what it's 
supposed to feel like. But it didn't feel good. 

When the fourth floor was blocked, I 
thought that our luck had run out there. When we 


got to the lobby, I thought our luck had run out 
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there. Then when the bodies came down when we 
were leaving the building, I certainly thought 
that was our last chance. 

I would estimate we were out of the 
building maybe two minutes before it fell down. 
So in that little time line, I think it took us 
between 20 and 25 minutes to come down from the 
23rd floor, which is a long time. It seems like 
two minutes, but it was a long time. 

Q. Sure. 

Any recollection of any talk of the 
elevators before you went up the stairs? You 
were in the stairwell, of course, but any talk of 
the elevators? 

A. Someone did mention in the lobby about 
the elevators, but it was quickly dispelled. The 
elevators aren't working. The elevators aren't 
working. 

I do remember seeing Joe Malone from 
Battalion 6 as we were walking in the battalion 
rig was parked on the east side of West Street by 
the center divider in the street. He waved to us 
and told us to be careful upstairs. He's gone 


now. 
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I don't remember seeing Chief 
Williamson that was with him, but I remember 
seeing Joe standing in the street at the back of 
the rig, waving to us. 

Until the second plane hit, we really 
thought it was an accident. We didn't put 
together it was the clearest day, one of the 
clearest days I've ever had. We didn't put 
together that that plane went over our head until 
when we actually were told that another plane had 
hit. 

I didn't know until I got to Cabrini 
Hospital that another plane had hit the other 
building, that it was actually a plane. When 
they were decontaminating me, I thought maybe it 
was something a little more sinister, you know, 
because they wouldn't tell me anything. They 
just told me -- 

Q. Of course. You go by sounds or what 
you hear. It's like not knowing exactly what's 
going on. 

A. They were just telling me that I was 
exposed, and I didn't know what I was exposed to. 


I was just hopeful. When I heard it was another 
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plane, I was actually kind of relieved that 
that's all it was. 

I do remember questioning myself, 
transferring from Staten Island to Manhattan. 

Q. A lot different, huh? A high-rise 
building as opposed to a two- or three-story 
building. 

A. I transferred here. 

Q. Anything else of importance that you 
feel is necessary to add to this interview? 

A. The evacuation of the people seemed 
pretty orderly coming out. I don't know if I 
would have been that orderly if I was running out 
of the building and I had the recollection of 
what happened in '93. They were definitely 
organized. Nobody was pushing, shoving. 

There was no emergency lights. There 
was no intercom system in the building that I 
remember hearing. If you read the papers, they 
said that they were announcing to get out of the 
building. I don't remember hearing any intercom 
system remarking that the other tower got hit or 
they were evacuating tower one. None of that. 


None of the emergency lights worked. 
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They should have had more staircases 
going to the lobby, because when you come out at 
that promenade level and you have to walk outside 
in between the buildings, and there was no one 
between the buildings. 

That's about it. I really don't recall 
much else. I really didn't recall much when I 
came out of there. It's just bullshit sessions 
that we had in the basement that triggered your 
mind to remember what happened. Just the guys 
talking to each other was a great asset to try 
and piece this together and figure out that we 
were just as much victims as everybody that was 
in the building. We didn't have a chance to do 
anything. We didn't have a chance to put the 
fire out, which was really all we were trying to 
do. 

Q. That's all we can. 
A. I don't recall anything else. 
Q. That's all. It's what you remember, 
basically, on that fateful day. 
A. Yeah. 
LIEUTENANT CHIAFARI: So the time is 


now 7:18, and this concludes the interview 


D. BROGAN 


that we have this evening with Firefighter 


Brogan. 
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